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NATURE OF THE DATA 


The data presented here are taken from the Statistical Health Reports, 
Form 86ab, rendered weekly to the Office of The Surgeon General by every 
hospital and separate dispensary in the continental United States. 


Because of the desirability of placing the information in circulation 
at the earliest possible time following its receipt, figures are in general 
shown herein as reported. Where there is some doubt as to the accuracy of 
the reported figures, their verification is requested, and the fact that 
they have been so questioned is indicated by the symbol (!). 


MORBIDITY DATA 


Admissions are reported only for cases hospitalized or confined to 
quarters and excused from duty for 24 hours or more, except for certain 
cases carded for record only (chiefly venereal disease cases which are 
treated on a duty status, and deaths which occurred before being "admitted" 
to hospital or quarters). Admissions designated as "injury" comprise all 
traumatisms (i.e., morbid conditions due to external causes, including 
poisons taken internally, results of exposure to heat, cold and light, and 
Teactions to medications). Bearing in mind that under present conditions 
there would not be any direct admissions in the continental United States 
properly classifiable as battle casualties, all other cases are classified 
as "disease." 


tes are shown for all causes combined, for all diseases 
combined, for injuries and for a few specific diseases. These rates are 
Presented on an annual basis to facilitate comparisons with corresponding 
rates in annual and monthly reports. Such annual rates of admission indi- 
cate the number of admissions per thousand mean strength which would occur 


over a year's time if the current week's experience continued for a year. 


The report also shows the number of cases of the more common communi- 
cable and certain other diseasesof special interest. Appended is a list of 


_ Cases reported for the rarer communicable and certain other diseases. 


The number of patients remaining in hospital at the end of the week 
per thousand strength as given in this report furnishes an approximation 
to the current non-effective rate. The mean number of non-effectives per 
thousand strength is given in the summary table for the total United States 
and for each of the Service Commands. 


MORTALITY DATA 


Recent studies indicate that the reporting of deaths on Forms 86ab is 
incomplete, especially in the case of deaths from injury. The resulting 
understatement in the mortality rate from injury may be as much as 25 per- 
cent and occasionally even more, but the death rate from disease is not 
materially understated. Therefore in computing mortality rates from injury 
and from all causes on the basis of the corresponding numbers of deaths, as 

shown in this report, an appropriate adjustment for the underreporting of 
such deaths mst be made, 


T DITY RATES 


Included in the report is a table listing the stations (having strength 
of 5000 or over) with the highest morbidity rates-from all causes, from all 
diseases combined, from injuries, and from afew specific diseases. Not in- 
frequently, the excessively high rates of admission for all causes and for 
all diseases combined reported from reception centers reflect a large number 
of venereal disease cases among newly inducted men. Therefore, more signi- 
ficant of high morbidity from disease are the rates of admission for disease 
excluding venereal infections existing prior to induction, which rates are 
also shown in the table. 


DATA 


Current hospitalization conditions are presented in terms of bed capa- 
city (normal and total), total beds occupied and beds "available vacant". 


Unless otherwise specified, normal bed capacity in this report is de- 
fined in Par. 36b (1) and (2) of AR40-1080, 10 December 1943, and Par. 14 WD 
Circular 43, 1 February 1944. This includes the T/O capacity of non-fixed 
hospitals but excludes convalescent facilities. Total beds include expansion 
beds in addition to normal beds. Beds in dispensaries, convalescent facil- 
ities, venereal disease facilities, and college or university training units 
are not included in the tabulations for individual stations. 


The number of beds "available vacant" is defined as 80% of the total 
capacity less the corresponding beds occupied. The numberof beds "available 
vacant" for each Service Command is the total beds "available vacant" for only 
those stations inwhich 80% of the total bed capacity exceeds the beds occypied. 


In the case of general hospitals there are shown, in addition, the num- 
ber of Army patients admitted and disposed of during the week (by death, 
return to duty, transfer, or otherwise), the number of such patients remain- 
ing in hospital (including convalescent facilities, if any) at the end of the 
week, and corresponding datafor battle casualties. The bed capacity and beds 
occupied in convalescent facilities are also indicated. The patients "other- 
wise" disposed of represent for the most part discharges on account of dis- 
ability. In the case of Army battle casualties, all of which are currently 
admitted to general hospitals in this country as transfers, there is shown 
for each hospital the net number transferred during the week; i.e., admissions 
by transfer less dispositions by transfer. The total for the country as a 
whole represents the number of battle casualties evacuated to the United 
States from overseas theaters. 


EXPLANATORY. MATTER 


In reading the detail tableg,it should be borne in mind that admission 
fates based on small numbers of cases are not reliable. For this reason the 
symbol (?) is placed after admission rates computed on the basis of 5 or 
fewer cases. , 


Where the current week's data for a particular station hes aot been 
received, the latest available figures are substituted therefor and the 
symbol (#) is placed after the name of the station. 


Because troops in transit and certain small detachments are not required 
to submit Reports, as well as for other reasons, the total strength of the re- 
porting units as shown on this report has been consistently about four. percent 
under the actual strength of the Army in the Continental United States. 
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WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 


FOR THE WEEK ENDING 19 MAY 1944 
COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS 


(CURRENT MORBIDITY IN THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES 

All Causes: Disease and Injury: 

: As indicated in the chart on page 3, the admission rates from all causes and from disease for the week end- 
ing 19 May 1944 increased slightly. However, this increase was only fractional, and current morbidity from all 
causes (reported at 613 per year per thousand strength) and from disease (at 540 per thousand) continued about 20 
percent lower than for the corresponding week of 1943. 

j Morbidity from injury for the current week increased sharply to 73 per thousand, the highest rate reported so 
fer thie year; this was nevertheless well below the rate experienced in 1943 at the corresponding time of the year 


iratory Causes: 
: The admission rates from colds, influensa, etc. decreased for the thirteenth consecutive week and for the c 
‘rent week was 118 per thousand or 7 percent below the rate for the preceding week and 40 percent under that for 
corresponding week of 1943. The admission rate from all forms of pneumonia was again reported at 11 per thousand 
or about 30 percent below the rate for the corresponding week of 1943. 


Communicable Diseases: 

Morbidity from vene diseases (excluding cases existing prior to service) increased slightly to a rate of 
33 per thousand, the highest reported so far this year. The number of new cases of measles decreased sharply (by 
‘about 30 percent) for the seventh consecutive week to the lowest mmber reported so far this year. Likewise, the 
‘Number of new cases of scarlet fever decreased by about 20 percent to the lowest mmber this year. The nunber of 
hew cases of mumps was about 20 percent lower than during the previous week but continued at a relatively high 
level as contrasted with the early weeks of the year. The number of new cases of meningitis increased slightly 
from the relatively low level of the previous week. ‘The number of new cases of rheumatic fever rose somewhat 
during the week to reach a level close to the highest ever reported. 


‘VARIATIONS IN MORBIDITY BY SERVICE COOLAMD 


All causes: ease and 

anni Trcaniags tr aorcisity ‘fede All” causes kad tite disease wore registered ‘in ‘the Sedcnd and See 
‘vice Commands; the higher morbidity in the Second Service Command was due in large part to colds, influenza, ete. 
while in the Third Service Command the rise was due to a mild ou outbreak of food poisoning at Camp Patrick Henry 
(437 cases). Only the Sixth and Kinth Service Comands showed appreciably lower morbidity from all causes. The 
| Fourth, Fifth, Eighth, and Ninth Service Commands all showed significant increases in the admission rate from 
injury. 
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FOR THE WEEK ENDING 19 MAY 1944 
COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS (CONT’D) 


The highest morbidity from all causes (720 per thousand) and from disease (680 per thousand) was again re- 
ad by the Military District of Washington. The First Service Command contimed to have the lowest morbidity 
all causes (524 per thousand) and from disease (464 per thousand), the lowest rates experienced by any 

ce Command so far this year. 


pspiratory Causes: 
All Service Commands except the Second and Eighth and the Military District of Washington reported lower mor 
idity from colds, influenza, etc. and even in the last two the admission rate showed only a fractional increase. 
spite a 15 percent decrease in the admission rate, the Seventh Service Command contimed to report the highest 
prbidity from these causes (174 per thousand), while the lowest rate was again reported by the Fourth Service 
joamand (91 per thousand) closely followed by the Third Service Command (96 per thousand). 


Morbidity from pneumonia increased sharply in the Sixth Service Command and the Military District of Wash- 
ngton both of which reported rates of about 20 per thousand. Morbidity from this cause in the Fourth, Eighth, 
nd Ninth Service Commands decreased to rates of less than 10 per thousand. 


oon Comuunicable Diseases: 

Markedly higher morbidity from venereal diseases (excluding EPTS) was reported in the First, Fifth, and Sixth 
ervice Commands, while in the Second Service Command there was a sharp drop from the very high rate of the pre- 
ous week, As @ result, the Fifth and Sixth Service Commands (with retes of about 45 per thousand) reported the 
ighest morbidity from this cause. 


The sharp declines in the number of new cases of measles, mumps, and scarlet fever were generel. The in- 
rease in the number of meningitis cases was chiefly the result of the corresponding increase in the Fourth 
rvice Command. 


ION—-EFFECTIVE RATE: 

_ he non-effective rate increased from 35.9 for the previous week to 36.5 for the current week. It should be 
phasized that despite lower morbidity experience the current level of the non-effective rate is higher than 

ng the corresponding period of 1943 almost entirely because of the steadily increasing number of evacuees from 
prseas theaters. Because of the non-uniformity in the distribution of General Hospitals as between Service Com 
nds, variations in the non-effective rates by Service Command have little significance. 
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PATIENTS REMAINING UNDER TREATMENT: 

2 The total number of Army patients remaining in hospital at the end of the week continued at about 36 per 
@thousand strength. Thus far in 1944 the number of neuropsychiatric cases remaining has fluctuated in the range 
@from 15,300 to 17,000 and for the week ending 19 May 1944 was reported at 15,582 or slightly above the number for 
@the previous week. The number of malaria cases under treatment has increased steadily in recent weeks from a low 
of 1,748 on 14 April to 2,048 on 19 May 1944; only 33 of these cases presumably were acquired in the United 
@States. The mmber of tuberculosis cases remaining under treatment was reported at 1,103 as of 19 May 1944. 
| The net number of battle casualty patients admitted during the week was 727, the highest number recorded so 
far this year. This increase was accounted for chiefly by gross admissions by transfer mubering 680 at the five 
@receiving and evacuation hospitals (the net admissions at these hospitals were only 320 because 360 such patients 
@were disposed of by transfer during the week). 


CURRENT HOSPITAL CONDITIONS: 

The total bed capacity as of 19 May 1944 was reported at about 367,000 or about 1,000 less than at the end of 

@the previous week. The number of beds occupied increased to 143,500 or 1,000 more than at the end of the pre- 
ceding week, while the number of *available vacant" beds decreased to 150,500. Total beds occupied represented 39 

Wpercent of total bed capacity. There were 10 stations with bed capacity of about 7,100 having no “available 

Bvacant® beds; one General Hospital with a bed capacity of about 3,000 was included among thea. 


The number of normal beds remained about the same as in the previous week at about 280,000 or 76 percent of 
the total bed capacity. Included in the normal bed capacity on 19 May 1944 were 648 7/0 hospital beds and ten- 
@ tage, while the total bed capacity included 728 such beds, of which 172 were occupied. 


The total bed capacity of General Hospitels, which has show a steady increase in recent gonths, was again 
reported at about 109,000 (the highest figure so far attained); about 47,000 of these beds (or 43 percent) were 
occupied. The “available vacant" beds at General Hospitals numbered 40,000 as of 19 May 1944. Normal beds at 

@ Generel Hospitals have been maintained at a level of about 85,000 since the beginning of the year. 


The total bed capacity of Station Hospitals (including the relatively small number of 1/0 hospital beds and 
Btentage mentioned above) continued at the 258,000 beds reported as of 5 and 12 May 1944. Normal beds in these 
hospitals remained at about 195,000. Total beds occupied as of 19 May 1944 numbered 97,000 (or 37 percent of the 

corresponding total bed capacity) which is the lowest level reported during 1943 and 1944 to date. Station 
Hospitals had 111,000 "available vacant” beds as of 19 May 1944. 


As of 19 May 1944 the bed capacity of convalescent facilities in General Hospitals numbered 14,021 beds of 
which 4,268 beds (or 30 percent) were occupied. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY HEALTH REPORT 
FOR THE FOUR WEEK PERIOD ENDING 28 APRIL 1944 
COMMENT ON RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 


7 


) The data of this Supplementary Report, like those of the Weekly Health Reports, have been taken from /orms 
_ 86ab rendered weekly to the Office of The Surgeon General by every hospital and separate dispensary in the con- 
_tinental United States. However, unlike the Weekly Health Reports which are compiled on the basis of the fig- 

ures as received, so as to place the information in circulation at the earliest possible time, the figures here 
presented for the four week period ending 28 April 1944 include the great majority of the corrected reports as 

well as reports received too late to be incorporated in the Weekly Health Report. 


Hereafter, the term “month” will be used to denote the four or five week period based on the number of 
Fridays in the calendar month. 


This Supplementary Report covers morbidity and mortality data for all individual stations with a strength | 
of boned or over and gives details for admissions from venereal disease and for neuropsychiatric cases. 


Charts showing morbidity trends from all causes, from all diseases combined, from injury, and from cola, er 
| influenza, etc. are presented on page 35. Similar charts for specified diseases’ appear on pages 37, 39, and 4l. 

A chart showing mortality trends is presented on page 43. A summary for the month of the number of admissions 
and corresponding morbidity rates and of the number of deaths and corresponding mortality rates for the United 
States as a whole and for the Service Commands is given on page 44. The most pertinent morbidity data for in- 
dividual stations are presented on pages 45 to 71. On pages 72 and 73 the six stations with the highest rates 
of admission during the month are shown for each of the morbidity categories considered. 


In reading the detailed tables, it should be borne in mind that morbidity (or mortality) rates based on 
small numbers of cases are not reliable. For this reason the symbol "?" has been placed after rates computed on| 
the basis of 5 or fewer cases. Attention is directed to the definitions of admissions and admission rates and |. 
the discussion of the proportion of total Army strength included in the stations covered by this Report as given 
on page 2, 


MORBIDITY FROM ALL CAUSES: DISEASE AND INJURY 

During April, morbidity from all causes and from disease was again about 10 percent lower than during the 
previous month. Over the four month period since December 1943, morbidity from all causes has declined almost 
40 percent. The annual admission rate from all causes for April was reported at 639 per year per thousand 
strength or more than 25 percent below that for April 1943 and the lowest level reached in 1942 and subsequent. | 
Almost the entire decrease from March to April 1944 in the admission rate for disease was accounted for by lower 
morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. 
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: SUPPLEMENTARY HEALTH REPORT. 
COMMENT ON RECENT DEVELOPMENTS (CONT'D) 


The admission rate for injury decreased fractionally from the low level prevailing during the previous 
three months to reach a rate of 65 per thousand, the lowest ever recorded. 


Lower morbidity during April as compared with March was reported in every Service Command. The largest 
decreases in the admission rates from disease océurred in the Third, Sixth, and Seventh Service Commands, all 
of which showed declines of more than 100 per thousand, principally because of corresponding decreases in mor—— 
bidity from colds, influenza, etc. The Second Service Command reported the highest admission rates from all 

causes and from disease - about 25 percent higher than for the country as a whole. The lowest admission rates 
from all causes and from disease — about 11 percent below those for the United States as a whole — were again 
registered in the Eighth Service Command. 


RESPIRATORY DISEASES: 

Admission rates from colds, influenza, etc. declined about 25 percent from 213 per thousand.in March to 
159 per thousand in April. This latter rate was about 45 percent below that for April 1943 and 40 percent 
below the corresponding rate for April 1942. Morbidity from respiratory causes has followed much the same 
trend in 1944 as in 1943, but with admission rates about 140 per thousand lower. 


Lower morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. was registered in all Service Commands. The largest decreases 
in morbidity from this cause were recorded in the Second, Third, Sixth, and Seventh Service Commands, all of 
which showed declines of about 100 per thousand or more. Despite the large decreases in the latter two Service 
Commands, they continued to report the highest morbidity from respiratory causes (with rates approximating 250 
per thousand or about 60 percent higher than for the country as a whole). The lowest rate of admission from 
c-"1s, influenza, etc. was again reported by the Eighth Service Command (at 130 per thousand or almost 20 per— 
cent under the rate for the entire United States). | | 


Morbidity from all types of pneumonia again declined about 20 percent. The annual admission rate of 13.5 | 
per thousand for April was about 35 percent lower than for the corresponding month of 1943. The Sixth and 
Seventh Service Commands contimed to report by far the highest morbidity from pneumonia, having admission 
rates about twice as high as those for the country as a whole, even though they experienced lower morbidity 
from this cause during April than during March. The lowest admission rate from pneumonia was reported by the 
Ninth Service Command, with the Fourth and Eighth Service Commands also having low rates. 


Atypical pneumonia again accounted for about 57 percent of the total pneumonia admissions, a somewhat 1 
higher percentage than in previous months. The proportion of pneumonia cases diagnosed as atypical was highest 
in the First and Fourth Service Commands (about 70 percent). 
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COMMENT ON RECENT DEVELOPMENTS (CONT'D) 


DIARRHEA AND DYSENTERY: 

Morbidity from diarrhea and dysentery decreased by about 10 percent in April as compared with March to the 
lowest rate reported since March 1943. The rate for April 1944 was about 10 percent lower than that for April 
1943. The Second and Fourth Service Commands reported the highest admission rates from this cause (somewhat in 
excess of 8 per thousand), while the lowest morbidity (2 per thousand) was again reported by the Sixth Service 
Command. 

VENBREAL DISEASE: 

Morbidity from venereal disease excluding EPTS cases increased slightly in April to 29.5 per thousand. 
This rate is relatively high as compared with the experience during 1943 and is about 20 percent above the rate 
for April 1943. The entire increase is due to gonorrhea since the current level for syphilis is about 10 per- 
cent under that in 1943, while for all other venereal diseases morbidity has recently been more than 30 percent 
lower than in 1943. 


The Second and Fifth Service Commands continued to report the highest morbidity from venereal disease ex- 
cluding EPTS cases, while the Military District of Washington again experienced very low morbidity from this 
cause. The Second Service Command shows a relatively high rate of admission because of high incidence among 


task force troops not under its jurisdiction. 


Morbidity represented by venereal EPTS cases was reported at about 26 per thousand during April, an in- 
crease of almost 50 percent over the corresponding figure for March. This sharp change is more apparent than 
real since it reflects different administrative practices (changes in induction procedure) which resulted in 
relatively few inductions in March and as a result a correspondingly larger number in April. Variations in the 
admission rate for venereal EPTS cases as between Service Commands have little significance because they reflect 
a different geographical distribution of Army personnel as compared with that of new inductees, different pro- 
portions of white and colored selectees, and varying administrative practices. 


‘he markedly different venereal disease experience by color is indicated in the chart on page 37. Mor- 
bidity from venereal disease excluding EPTS cases is 7 times as high for colored troops as for the remainder of 
the Army, while for the EPTS cases the colored rate is about 30 times as great. The data for March 1944 and 
earlier are based on data in the Supplementary Health Report on page 33 of Weekly Health Report No. 19, while 
the April data are preliminary and subject to revision. 


The numbers of venereal disease (excluding EPTS) cases remaining under treatment in hospital at the end of 
the month are shown by Service Command in the following table. The numbers are related to the total mumber of 
patients remaining under treatment in hospital as of the end of the month. From the table it appears that .9 
percent, of the total patients in hospital are syphilis cases, while 1.7 percent have other venereal diseases 
(including gonorrhea). The longer duration of hospitalization for syphilis is thus indicated by the fact that 
only about 15 percent of the venereal admissions are for this cause as contrasted with about 35 percent of the 
cases remaining under treatment. 
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Service Command 
tis. 2 oe ee a ee 
Number Remaining at End of Month 
Syphilis 42 125 46 284 72 23 61 
Other Venereal 141 224, 31 510 at Te nas A 215 
Total Venereal 183 349 0 a] 194 2p. 157 276 


Number Remaining as Percent of Total Remaining 
Syphilis Py A Lee lel 8 e7 e3 yA 


Other Venereal 1.5 Zel o7 is? + 1.9 14 
Total Venereal 1.9 3Be2 1-8 203 208 «202 1.8 


MEASLES : 

Morbidity from measles showed the expected seasonal trend decreasing from a peak in March to a somewhat 
lower rate for April,as in previous years. However, in 1944 the incidence of morbidity from this cause was much 
lower (about 60 percent) than for the previous two years. The admission rate for April 1944 was about 65 per-— 


cent lower than that for April 1943. The highest morbidity was registered in the Sixth Service Command (11 per 
thousand) which nonetheless had a relatively low rate as compared with those prevailing during the peak month of 
previous years. 


MUMPS 2 

Morbidity from mumps contimed in April at the same level as in March (about 11 per thousand). Morbidity 
from this cause was nevertheless only about 50 percent of that prevailing during the corresponding months of 
1942 and 1943. The Third and Seventh Service Commands again had the highest admission rates from this cause — 
about 50 percent above the rate for the country as a whole. 


SCARLET #EVER: 

Morbidity from scarlet fever decreased by about 20 percent as compared with the previous month. In April 
1944 the admission rate from this cause was only about 50 percent as high as that for April 1943, although 
somewhat above the corresponding figure for April 1942. The Sixth and Seventh Service Commands again reported 
by far the highest morbidity from this cause, the former having a rate about three times as high as that for the 
United States as a whole, and the latter a rate more than two times as highe 


MENINGITIS: 
Morbidity from meningitis decreased slightly and for April was reported at 1.0 per thousand. This is only 
about 40 percent of the rate reported for this cause in April 1943 which was close to the highest rate during 
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| the past two years. The Third Service Command again reported the highest incidence of meningitis with a rate 
about 75 percent higher for the country as a whole. 


RHEUMATIC FEVER: 

Morbidity from rheumatic fever was reported at 2.3 per thousand for April or slightly higher than in March. 
There has been a steady increase in the reported morbidity from this cause during 1944 from the relatively low 
level of about .8 per thousand which prevailed during the latter part of 1943. The admission rate for April 
1944 was about 30 percent higher than that for April 1943, but nevertheless slightly below the peak rate of the 
past two years reached in May 1943. The Seventh Service Command continued to report the highest morbidity from 
this cause (9.0 per thousand or about the same as the previous month), and the Sixth Service Command again 
showed a relatively high rate (6.2 per thousand or almost three times as high as for the country as a whole). 


TUBERCULOSIS : 

Worbidity from this cause showed a slightly lower rate for April than for the previous month.. The admis-~ 
sion rate for April at only .8 per thousand was the lowest recorded thus far. As of the end of the month there 
were about 1000 cases of tuberculosis remaining under treatment; these represented about .7 percent of the total 
number of patients remaining under treatment in hospital. 


MALARIA: 

Morbidity from malaria acquired in the United States continued at a rate of .l per thousand for the sixth 
consecutive month. On the other hand, malaria presumably acquired outside of the United States accounted for an 
admission rate of 3.9 per thousand, the highest so far recorded. The contimed sharp increases during 1943 and 
1944 in the admission rate from malaria acquired overseas reflect the increasing number of troops returning to 
this country from malarious areas, Whereas the largest numbers of cases of malaria acquired in the United 
States have generally been reported from the Southern states, those acquired overseas are fairly uniformly dis- 
tributed as between the Service Commands. As of the end of the month there were about 1850 cases of malaria 
remaining under treatment, representing about 1.2 percent of total patients remaining under treatment in hospital 


NEUROPSYCHIATRIC DISORDENS: 

The anrmmal rate of admission from these causes decreased to 25.5 per thousand, the lowest rate reported 
since May 1943 with the exception of December 1943. As in the previous month psychiatric cases accounted for 
about 90 percent of the total. Most of the Service Commands had admission rates for these causes closely ap- 
proximating the rate for the entire United States. However, the First Service Command and the Military District 
of Washington had significantly lower rates, while the Second Service Command had a very high rate (about double 
that for the country as a whole) principally because of high admissions at Atlantic City AAF Redistribution 
Station and at General Hospitals. 

The number of neuropsychiatric cases remaining under treatment at the end of the month decreased to 15,582 
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or about 3 percent less than at the end of March and was at the lowest level so far this year. Both open and 
locked ward cases decreased as compared with the previous month. Neuropsychiatric cases remaining represented 
10.3 percent of the total patients remaining in hospital for all causes, with the locked ward cases accounting 
for 3.1 percent and the open ward cases the remaining 7e2 percente 


MORTALITY: 

The mortality rate from all causes was reported at 2.12 per year per thousand strength or about 15 percent 
lower than for March. The reported mortality rate from injury accounted for the major portion of the decrease 
and in April was at the lowest level registered since April 1943. Recent studies indicate that reporting of 
deaths on Forms 86ab is incomplete, especially in regard to deaths from injury. The understatement in injury 
deaths is possibly as much as 25 percent. 


NON-EFFECTIVE RATE: 

The non-effective rate for April 1944 was 36.2 per thousand strength or about 6 percent lower than for the 
previous month. For April the non-effective rate from injury was 7.2 per thousand strength or only slightly 
lower than the corresponding rates for the previous months of 1944. At least 10 percent of the current non- 
effective rate represents days lost by evacuees from overseas, 

The variations in the non-effective rate by Service Command do not reflect so much the variations in mor- 
ibidity between Service Commands as the varying mumber of General Hospitals in each Service Command. When com= 
parisons are made between the non-effective rates excluding General Hospitals, the variations in the non- 
effective rate by Service Command are seen to be very much smaller than when the days lost in the General 
Hospitals are included, as evidenced in the table below; 


Service Command 


Mi dal, ye Y MDW IV Vv VI Vil VIII IX 
Including General ijospitels 3hed 45 o7 3904 68 ad 31 0 5260 43 eo 38 ok 30.8 38.5 
Excluding General Hospitals thet Sau 274 2305 - 2209 21.0 229.4. . 2006 20.6 26.5 
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